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Kalamazoo Public Library 
OFFICIAL MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

PUBLIC MEETING 
Date: January 24, 2024 

Time:  5:00 p.m. 
Location: Van Deusen Room, Central Branch 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 
President Miller called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 
 
AGENDA APPROVAL: 
The agenda was changed to have persons requesting to address the board to after roll call, the agenda 
was approved after this change.  
                                                                    

I. ROLL CALL 
Present: Jannie Williams, Christy Roth, Kori Jock, Emily Greenman Wright, Linda Mah, Lisa 
Godfrey, Denise Miller 

 
Absent:  None 

 
II. PERSONS REQUESTING TO ADDRESS THE BOARD 

Mattie Jordan Woods, a community member, stated she is happy to know the library will be 

holding public forum sessions regarding the Alma Powell Branch, and cannot wait to attend.  

 

III. INTERVIEWS 

A. Director Candidate First Round Interviews 

The Board of Trustees interviewed Andrea Vernola. Then the Trustees debriefed with 

Kathy Schoenfelder from Ray and Associates about the candidates that have been 

interviewed. After careful deliberation the Board of Trustees decided to pause the 

interview process for further consideration of other candidates.   

 
IV. COMMENTS BY TRUSTEES 

• Trustee Mah thanked the candidate, Andrea Vernola, for her time. 
 

• Trustee Jock thanked the candidate and the staff for their time. 
 

• Trustee Williams echoed thanks to the candidate for her time and encouraged the 
board to stay optimistic about the interview process. She also thanked Interim 
Director Terry New.  

 

• Trustee Roth echoed thanks to the candidate, staff, and Interim Director New. She 
also thanked Mattie Jordan Wood for her public comments. She also encouraged 
the board to remain optimistic about the interview process. 
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• Trustee Greenman Wright echoed thanks to candidate and expressed gratitude for 
the opportunity to serve the community along side with the Kalamazoo Public 
Library staff and leadership team.  
 

• Trustee Godfrey echoed thanks to the candidate. She stated she appreciated the 
public comment by Mattie Jordan Wood. 

 

• President Miller stated she is optimistic about continuing to work hard on getting a 
leader that can lead a dynamic organization. She also stated she is excited about the 
upcoming public forums.  
  

V. ADJOURNMENT 
Hearing no objection, President Miller adjourned the meeting at 6:51 p.m. 
 

 

X__________________________ 

                                                                                    Jannie Williams   

                                                                          Secretary 


