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Non-Fiction Books 
 
Bausum, Ann. Marching to the Mountaintop: How Poverty, Labor Fights, and Civil Rights Set the Stage for 
Martin Luther King, Jr.'s Final Hours  
Examines the link between the 1968 Memphis sanitation strike and the assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr., 
discussing how the strike, the media, politics, the civil rights movement, and the labor protests all laid the foundations 
for what many consider to be King's greatest speech. 
 
Fausum, Ann. Unraveling Freedom: The Battle for Democracy on the Home Front During World War I  
Looks at how U.S. presidents from Wilson to George W. Bush have suspended or revoked guaranteed freedoms in 
the country during times of war, and includes first-person stories and illustrations. 
 
Blair, Margaret Whitman. Liberty or Death: the Surprising Story of Runaway Slaves Who Sided With the 
British During the American Revolution  
Recounts the experiences of the slaves who answered Lord Dunmore's 1775 promise that any slave who left his 
master and fought for the British would have their freedom. 
 
Burgan, Michael. The Split History of the American Revolution, Patriot Perspectives Did you ever hear the 
saying, “There are two sides to every story?” It’s especially true for major events in history.  
 
Freedman, Russell. Abraham Lincoln and Frederick Douglass: the Story Behind an American Friendship  
Looks at the lives of Frederick Douglass and Abraham Lincoln, including their friendship and their affect on 
Emancipation and the Civil War.  
 
Holden, Henry. Danger in Space: Surviving the Apollo 13 Disaster  
Author Henry M. Holden delivers the gripping details of how three astronauts, with the help of NASA scientists on 
Earth, turned a story of disaster into one of triumph 
 
Kops, Deborah. The Great Molasses Flood: Boston, 1919  
Chronicles the events surrounding the Great Molasses Flood, during which a large storage tank burst in a Boston 
neighborhood in 1919.  
 
Mitchell, Don. Driven: A Photobiography of Henry Ford 
A photographic history of inventor of the automobile, Henry Ford, providing quotations from his writings, speeches, 
and interviews. 
 
Montgomery, Sy. Temple Grandin: How the Girl Who Loved Cows Embraced Autism and Changed the World  
Examines the life and accomplishments of Temple Grandin, whose childhood diagnosis of autism and love of cows 
led her to revolutionize the livestock industry. 
 
Scott, Elaine. Buried Alive!: How 33 Miners Survived 69 Days Deep Under the Chilean Desert  
Relates the experiences of thirty-three Chilean miners who were trapped two thousand feet below the surface of the 
earth in August 2010.  
 
Solo, Hope. Hope Solo: My Story (Young Reader’s Edition) Hope Solo 
Olympic gold medalist and goalie for the US women's national soccer team, tells the exciting insider details of her life 
on and off the field. 
 
Winter, Jonah. Jazz Age Josephine  
Illustrations and text introduce children to the life and legacy of Josephine Baker. 
 



 
 

Fiction Books 
 
Alban, Andrea. Anya's War  
In 1937, the privileged and carefree life of a Jewish girl comes to an end when she finds an abandoned baby, her 
hero, Amelia Earhart, goes missing, and war breaks out with Japan.  
 
Amateau, Gigi. Come August, Come Freedom: The Bellows, the Gallows, and the Black General Gabriel 
Imagines the childhood and youth of "Prosser's Gabriel," a courageous and intelligent blacksmith in post-
Revolutionary Richmond, Virginia, who roused thousands of African American slaves, like himself, to rebel. 
 
Blackwood, Gary L. Around the World in 100 days  
When seventeen-year-old Harry Fogg undertakes a race against time to win a wager with a member of his famous 
father's club, he puts to good use the recklessness and fascination with all things mechanical that have caused him 
trouble in Victorian England. 
 
Fforde, Jasper. The Last Dragonslayer 
Fifteen-year-old Jennifer Strange runs an agency for underemployed magicians in a world where magic is fading 
away, but when visions of the death of the world's last dragon begin, all signs point to Jennifer--and Big Magic. 
 
Flake, Sharon. Pinned  
Autumn, who struggles with a learning disability and exceeds at wrestling, and Adonis, who is confined to a 
wheelchair and loves books, learn how their weaknesses can become assets. 
 
Manzano, Sonia. The Revolution of Evelyn Serrano  
It is 1969 in Spanish Harlem, and Evelyn Serrano is trying hard to break free from her conservative Puerto Rican 
surroundings, but when her activist grandmother comes to stay and the neighborhood protests start, things get a lot 
more complicated--and dangerous. 
 
Moss, Marissa. A Soldier's Secret: The Incredible True Story of Sarah Edmonds, a Civil War Hero  
Sarah masquerades as a man during the Civil War, serving as a nurse on the battlefield and a spy for the Union 
Army. 
 
Ness, Patrick. A Monster Calls: A Novel  
Conor awakens one night to find a monster outside his bedroom window, but not the one from the recurring nightmare 
that began when his mother became ill--an ancient, wild creature that wants him to face truth and loss. 
 
Schrefer, Eliot. Endangered  
A girl, having travelled with her mother to an animal sanctuary in the Congo, struggles to survive with the animals after 
revolution breaks out and she and the chimpanzees are forced to flee into the jungle. 
 
Sharenow, Rob. The Berlin Boxing Club  
In 1936 Berlin, fourteen-year-old Karl Stern, considered Jewish despite a non-religious upbringing, learns to box from 
the legendary Max Schmeling while struggling with the realities of the Holocaust. 
 
Vande Velde. Vivian Deadly Pink Fourteen-year-old Grace must find a way to get her older sister out of a princess-
filled virtual reality RPG (role playing game). 
 
Wells, Dan. Partials  
A war with Partials--engineered organic beings identical to humans--has devastated the human population due to a 
weaponized virus to which only a fraction of humanity is immune, and Kira, a sixteen-year-old medic-in-training, 
discovers that a connection between humans and Partials may be the key to saving both races. 
 


