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“Opening this anthology in the middle, I find a child’s poetic 
love letter to the country of Iraq juxtaposed against the 
complex musings of an American man teaching English  
to Arabs in the Mideast. Then there is the story of a Nigerian 
woman named Rejoice who fears being deported. How 
different is her modern-day experience from the 1919 
steerage voyage of the young British woman leaving shame 
and servitude behind? This volume is thin but it is far from 
an easy read.  You’ll need time to ponder.”

Carol Hodges — retired KPS teacher

Source: Publisher, Celery City Books

About the Editors 

Jennifer Clark is the author of the full-length poetry collection,  
Necessary Clearings (Shabda Press). Her second poetry collection,
Johnny Appleseed: The Slice and Times of John Chapman,
is forthcoming from Shabda Press. Her work has been published  
in Columbia Journal, Concho River Review, Flyway, Nimrod, and
Ecotone, among other places. When she’s not writing, she’s blogging 
for Communities In Schools of Kalamazoo.

Miriam Downey is a retired public school librarian and media specialist. 
For the past several years she has tutored international students from 
Western Michigan University and helped them adapt and adjust to  
student life in the United States. She regularly reviews books on her
blog The Cyberlibrarian: Reviews and Views on Current Literature.
She is a wife, mother and grandmother of 10. She has worked with  
Justice for Our Neighbors, the immigration ministry of the  
United Methodist Church, for the past three years.

 

About the Contributors
 
Aspiring young poets who have roots in Syria, Saudi Arabia, Iraq,  
Mexico, and Tajikistan are surrounded by well-known Michigan talents 
such as Elizabeth Kerlikowske, Buddy Hannah, Bonnie Jo Campbell,  
John Rybicki, Lynn Pattison, Marion Boyer, Phillip Sterling, Alison Swan, 
Jack Ridl, Kathryn Almy, and Hedy Habra, as well as a chorus of prominent 
poets and writers across America; Naomi Shihab Nye, Teresa Mei Chuc, 
Scott Russell Sanders, Jim Daniels (formerly of Detroit), and Ted Koos-
er, the 13th Poet Laureate of the United States. From the Netherlands, 
Bryan R. Monte joins in this symphony of welcoming all. 



Summary 
Through poetry, essays, and interviews, 36 contributors — many from 
Kalamazoo and throughout Michigan — explore the theme of immigra-
tion and reflect on what it means to be a neighbor. How do we show 
or not show hospitality to our neighbors? What does it mean to be a 
foreigner, a traveler in the world today? 

In a time when fear and confusion are erupting throughout the nation,  
the symphony of voices contained in this book provide balm, strength, 
and inspiration to help us be the welcoming neighbors we are meant  
to be.

Discussion Questions
 1. Have you ever read an anthology, a published collection of writings  
  by different authors before? How did you feel as you were reading  
  this anthology? 

 2. What poem or essay impacted you most? Why?

 3. What spiritual issues surrounding immigration arise in the book?

 4. When you were growing up, were you aware of immigration as some  
  thing current or did it seem all in the past? Did you ever wonder  
  about people whose names were wildly different from yours?

 5. How have your views on immigration been impacted from reading   
  this book?

 6. Several works contained in the anthology, such as Carrie Knowlton’s   
  essay, “Teranga,” Jim Daniels’ poems, and Phillip Sterling’s essay,  
  “Immigration: Notes on a Poem,” the authors touch on being an   
  American living or traveling outside of America. Have you ever  
  travelled beyond your own country? If so, did that experience   
  change in any way how you see America or yourself?  
  If so, can you explain? 

 7. Has there ever been a time in your life when you felt like you were   
  the “foreigner?” If so, what did that feel like? Did anyone do  
  something to make you feel welcome? If so, what did they do?

 8. In “What is a Neighbor?,” the group poem by Arcadia Elementary   
  students, the children identify kindness as an ingredient necessary  
  for making a good neighbor. Do you agree? What do you think   
  makes a good neighbor? Would you consider yourself a good  
  neighbor? What one thing could you do to be a better neighbor?

 9. In Bryan R. Monte’s poem, “On the Level,” how is he treated by the   
  airport staff? Why do you think that is? What are some things that   
  get  in the way of being the best neighbor you can be? 

 10. In Ted Kooser’s “Creamed Corn” poem, what group is considered  
  to be on the outside versus part of the community? Why?  
  Where you grew up, was there a certain group of individuals who   
  were considered outsiders? What about in the community you  
  live in now? 

 11. Many of these poems and writings tell a story. What role does story   
  play in the concept of being a neighbor?

 12. What do you know about your family’s story of immigration?  
  Where are your people from? Did they struggle when they got here?

 13. Do you think everyone should speak English and dress in a Western   
  fashion? Why or why not?

14. Are children naturally accepting of people who look different from   
  them? How can they be helped to accept and appreciate others? 
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