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MINUTES 

 
KALAMAZOO COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 
REGULAR MEETING 

 
FEBRUARY 1, 2005 

 
ITEM 1 Call to Order:  The regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners was called to 
order by Board Chairperson Bob Brink, at 7:00 p.m. in the Board of Commissioners’ Room, 
second floor, County Administration Building, 201 West Kalamazoo Avenue, Kalamazoo, 
Michigan, on February 1, 2005. 
 
Chairperson Brink welcomed citizens that were present, as well as the television audience.  He 
said the meetings began with a prayer and pledge of allegiance and asked everyone to please 
stand. 
 
ITEM 2 Invocation:  Commissioner Ansari gave the invocation. 
 
ITEM 3 Pledge of Allegiance:  Commissioner Ansari led the Board in the pledge of 
allegiance. 
 
ITEM 4 Roll Call:  The call of the roll by County Clerk Tim Snow was as follows: 
  
Members Present:  Commissioners Nasim Ansari, Jeff Balkema, Robert Barnard, Grady Biby, 
Bob Brink, Deb Buchholtz-Hiemstra, Dave Buskirk, Jeff Heppler, Brian Johnson, Dave 
Maturen, Dan McGlinn, Eva Ozier, John Taylor, Frank Thompson, Joe VanBruggen, John Zull. 
 
Members Absent:  Commissioner Tom Drabik. 
 
Administrators Present:  Don Gilmer, Administrator; Peter Battani, Deputy County 
Administrator; Corporate Counsel Thomas Canny; David Artley, Resource Development 
Director; Anne Conn, Benefits Administrator; Bill Dundon, Finance Director; Clerk/Register 
Timothy Snow; Dina Sutton, Office Manager, Administrative Services. 
  
ITEM 5 Approval of Minutes 
 
Commissioner Buskirk moved and it was duly seconded that the Minutes of the January 18, 
2005 Board Meeting be approved as distributed. 
 
There being no discussion, the motion carried by a voice vote. 
 
ITEM 6 Communications:
 
Commissioner Ansari presented the following communications, which are on file in the 
Administrative Services Office unless otherwise noted: 
 
a) A copy of the Yearly Escheats Fund report from Treasurer Sharon Cubitt. 
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b) Various informational material from Bertha G. Vaar. 
 
c) A January 18 letter from Sheriff Mike Anderson stating that the Jail had exceeded100% 
of its rated design capacity for seven consecutive days. 
 
d) A letter from Governor Granholm’s office thanking the Board for its view on changing 
the name of Family Independence Agency. 
 
e) A January 20 letter from Sheriff Anderson declaring a Jail overcrowding state of 
emergency. 
 
Commissioner Buskirk stated that Item B on the Communication list was hand delivered to him 
and the package was approximately an inch thick and was available in the Board Office for the 
review by Commissioners. 
 
ITEM 7 Citizens’ Time
 
Chairperson Brink stated that Citizens’ Time was when any citizen could address the Board on 
a non-agenda item.  He said anyone wishing to address the Board on a non-agenda item 
should come to the podium, give their name and address, and limit their remarks to four 
minutes.  He said if anyone would like to speak about an item that was on the consent agenda, 
they could ask that it be removed from the consent agenda at this time or she would provide 
an opportunity just prior to that section of the agenda. 
 
Mr. Jack Hoogendyk addressed the Board and stated the legislative session had reconvened 
recently and decided committee assignments. 
 
Commissioner Zull inquired about the Road Commission bill, which would expand the 
membership on the Road Commission, and Representative Hoogendyk stated it had been 
heard in the Transportation Committee and had died and a new bill had been sponsored. 
 
ITEM  8 FOR CONSIDERATION

A. Request for Approval of Proclamation for the “Reading Together” Program 
Commissioner Buchholtz-Hiemstra moved and it was duly seconded that the Board of 
Commissioners approve the following Resolution: 
 
WHEREAS, Community reading programs are an increasingly popular and successful way to 
bring people together in communities around the country; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Kalamazoo Public Library, with support from the Kalamazoo Community 
Foundation’s Better Together initiative, is leading the third year of Kalamazoo County’s 
community reading program, called “Reading Together,” with the stated goal of bringing people 
together from all backgrounds and walks of life to read the same book and then discuss the 
important issues it raises; and 
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WHEREAS, a broad coalition of over 100 businesses and community organizations, including 
every public library in Kalamazoo County, have signed on as partners in “Reading Together”; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, a book selection committee comprised of librarians, educators, business owners, 
and community representatives selected James McBride’s The Color of Water as the title for 
“Reading Together” in 2005; and 
 
WHEREAS, The Color of Water is available at libraries and bookstores throughout Kalamazoo 
County in a variety of formats including paperback, large print, and Spanish translation; and 
 
WHEREAS, the social issues raised by The Color of Water: A Black Man’s Tribute to His White 
Mother—a powerful portrait of growing up, a meditation on race and identity, and a poignant, 
beautifully crafted tribute from a son to his mother—are extremely relevant to the lives of all 
citizens of Kalamazoo County; and 
 
WHEREAS, community members are encouraged to get involved in “Reading Together” by:  
reading the book, wearing a “Reading Together” button, organizing or joining a book 
discussion group, being trained as a book discussion group leader, and participating in special 
public events during the discussion period from March 9 through April 16; and 
 
WHEREAS, the County of Kalamazoo is an avid supporter of public libraries and of efforts to 
build community and enhance literacy among its citizens. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED that the Kalamazoo County Board of 
Commissioners does hereby recognize and support the “Reading Together” program and 
encourages all citizens to participate in “Reading Together”  from February 14 through April 16, 
2005 by reading The Color of Water and participating in the discussion of this book. 
 
The roll call vote was as follows: 
 
Ayes:  All members present 
Nays:  None 
Abstains: None 
Absent: Commissioner Drabik 
 
The motion carried. 
 
Ms. Hawxhurst thanked the Board of approving this Proclamation and thanked them for their 
support.  She stated many upcoming events were going to take place during the Reading 
Together promotion and that Mr. McBride himself would be here to sign autographs and 
provide a concert. 
 
Chairperson Brink stated the Board was very honored by this and wished the Program 
continued success. 
  

 CONSENT AGENDA 
The following items are Consent Agenda Items and will be voted on at one time with a roll call 
vote.   
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Commissioner Ansari moved and it was duly seconded that Items B. through W., with the 
exception of Item H. (Commissioner Johnson requested Item H. to be removed from the 
Consent Agenda) be voted on at one time by a roll call vote and be considered as a consent 
agenda by the Board. 
 
B. Request for Approval of 25-Year Resolution Honoring Mikel Smith 
That the Board of Commissioners approve the following Resolution: 
 
WHEREAS,  Mikel K. Smith has served the citizens of Kalamazoo County for twenty-five (25) 
years as of January 24, 2005; and 
 
WHEREAS, Mikel K. Smith has served faithfully as an Assistant Supervisor in the Maintenance 
section of the Buildings and Ground Department; and 
 
WHEREAS, the County of Kalamazoo wishes to acknowledge and honor employees who 
have longevity under the umbrella of County Government, since it is through longevity 
that expertise in the employee's particular field is achieved. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Kalamazoo County Board of Commissioners 
does hereby acknowledge with gratitude the many years of dedication and service Mikel K. 
Smith has imparted to the citizens of the County and offers its best wishes for many more 
years of mutual association. 
 
C. Request for Approval of 25-Year Resolution Honoring Maryann Suarez 
That the Board of Commissioners approve the following Resolution: 
 
WHEREAS,  Maryann J. Suarez has served the citizens of Kalamazoo County for twenty-five 
(25) years as of January 24, 2005; and 
 
WHEREAS, Maryann J. Suarez has faithfully served as a Human Services Specialist in the 
Human Development Bureau; and 
 
WHEREAS, the County of Kalamazoo wishes to acknowledge and honor employees who 
have longevity under the umbrella of County Government, since it is through longevity 
that expertise in the employee's particular field is achieved. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Kalamazoo County Board of Commissioners 
does hereby acknowledge with gratitude the many years of dedication and service Maryann J. 
Suarez has imparted to the citizens of the County and offers its best wishes for many more 
years of mutual association. 

 
Clerk/Register 
D. Request for Approval of Legal Advertising Contract with Kalamazoo Gazette for 2005 
That the appropriate County officials be authorized and directed to execute a Contract, 
between the Clerk’s Office and the Kalamazoo Gazette, for legal advertising in 2005, at a rate 
of $26.45/inch daily; $31.60/inch Friday, Saturday, Sunday; e-mail submissions are 15% off; 
for the period of January 1, 2005 through December 31, 2005; a copy of said Contract to be 
attached to the official Minutes of this meeting. 
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Finance 
E. Request for Approval of Elimination of a position in the Document Services Department 
That the Board of Commissioners approve the elimination of a position in Document Services: 
 
1.0FTE Mail Delivery Driver T10 $21,881.60-$26,520.00  633-004 
 
F. Request for Approval of Creation of position in the Buildings and Grounds  
Department 
That the Board of Commissioners approve the creation of a position in the Buildings and 
Grounds Department: 
 
1.0FTE Maintenance Worker S08 $19,905.60-$24,544.00  633-004 
 
Further, the Buildings and Grounds Director is hereby authorized and directed to fill said 
positions in accordance with all County Personnel Policies and Procedures. 
 
Human Resources 
G. Request for Approval of Bid Award with Advance Employment of Charlotte, PeopleLink 
Staffing Solutions and Employment Group for the provision of temporary employees and to 
approve blanket purchase orders 
That the appropriate County officials be authorized and directed to execute bid awards, 
between Human Resources and Advance Employment of Charlotte, PeopleLink Staffing 
Solutions and Employment Group, for the provision of temporary employees and to approve 
blanket purchase orders, for the period of February 2, 2005 through February 1, 2007. 
 
H. Request for Approval of an Amendment with Blue Cross to change the prescription 
coinsurance and medical coinsurance for retirees 
This item was removed from the Consent Agenda. 
 
I. Request for Approval of an Amendment with Blue Care Network for employee insurance 
That the appropriate County officials be authorized and directed to execute an Amendment, 
between Human Resources and Blue Care Network, to change the prescription to a 20% 
coinsurance with a $10 minimum and $100 maximum and change the office visit co-pays to 
$30 and the ER visits to $50; a copy of said Amendment to be attached to the official Minutes 
of this meeting. 
 
Human Services 
J. Request for Approval to apply for funding from the March of Dimes for training for 
professions that work in the Healthy Babies-Healthy Start Project 
That the appropriate County officials be authorized and directed to apply for funding, on behalf 
of Human Services with the March of Dimes, for training of professions that work in the Healthy 
Babies-Healthy Start Project, in the amount of $2,205; a copy of said Application to be 
attached to the official Minutes of this meeting.  
 
K. Request for Approval of an Agreement with Michigan Family Independence Agency for the 
Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program 
That the appropriate County officials be authorized and directed to execute an Agreement, 
between Human Services and Michigan Family Independence Agency, to assist low-income 
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residents of Kalamazoo County with payment for deliverable fuels, in the amount of $30,507, 
for the period of January 1, 2005 through September 30, 2005; a copy of said Agreement to be 
attached to the official Minutes of this meeting. 
 
L. Request for Approval of an Agreement with K/RESA for employment and training for high 
school and post secondary students through HSD 
That the appropriate County officials be authorized and directed to execute an Agreement, 
between Human Services and K/RESA, to place high school and post secondary students at 
the Lakewood Head Start site for employment experience, for the period of February 1, 2005 
through January 31, 2006; a copy of said Agreement to be attached to the official Minutes of 
this meeting. 
 
M. Request for Approval to apply for funding to the Department of Health and Human Services 
for Head Start training  
That the appropriate County officials be authorized and directed to apply for funding, on behalf 
of Human Services to the Department of Health and Human Services, to allow staff to attend 
the Head Start Hispanic Institute for training, in the amount of $2,000, the training will be held 
January 29 through February 4, 2005; a copy of said Application to be attached to the official 
Minutes of this meeting. 
 
N. Request for Approval of Amendment #1 with Kalamazoo Community Mental Health 
Services for reduction in rent 
That the appropriate County officials be authorized and directed to execute Amendment #1, 
between Human Services and Kalamazoo Community Mental Health Services, to reduce rent 
from $12.00 to $11.50 per square foot, based upon annual review of the master sublease 
agreement, for the period of January 1, 2005 through December 31, 2005; a copy of said 
Amendment to be attached to the official Minutes of this meeting. 
 
O. Request for Approval of Creation/Elimination of positions in the MSS/ISS Program 
That the Board of Commissioners approve the creation/elimination of the following positions in 
the MSS/ISS Program: 
 
Create:
 
.25FTE  Nutritionist P319  306-040 
 
Eliminate:
 
.25FTE  Nurse   P341  306-040 
 
Further, the Human Services Director is hereby authorized and directed to fill said positions in 
accordance with all County Personnel Policies and Procedures. 
 
MSU Extension 
P. Request for Approval of Creation of Positions in the 4-H Core Provider Program 
That the Board of Commissioners approve the creation of the following positions: 
 
Create:
.125FTE  Program Asst. II  T9 $21,320-$28,854  250-404 
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.375FTE  Program Asst.  T8 $20,821-$25,230  250-404 
 
Further, the MSU Extension Director is hereby authorized and directed to fill said positions in 
accordance with all County Personnel Policies and Procedures. 
 
Michigan Works! 
Q. Request for Approval of the Workforce Investment Act Statewide Activities Incentive Plan 
04-00 
That the appropriate County officials be authorized and directed to execute a Plan, on behalf of 
Michigan Works and the Michigan Department of Labor and Economic Growth, to assist job 
seekers who have been displaced due to business closures or substantiated layoff, in the 
amount of $27,281, for the period of July 1, 2004 through June 30, 2005; a copy of said Plan to 
be attached to the official Minutes of this meeting. 
 
Purchasing 
R. Request for Approval of Kalamazoo County Building Authority Annual Report 
That the Board of Commissioners approve the Kalamazoo County Building Authority Annual 
Report as submitted. 
 
S. Request for Approval of a renewal with Specialty Underwriters Maintenance Service 
Agreement for maintenance of equipment 
That the appropriate County officials be authorized and directed to execute a renewal, 
between the Purchasing Department and Specialty Underwriters, for maintenance of various 
office equipment, in the amount of $42,879, for the period of February 1, 2005 through 
February 1, 2008; a copy of said Agreement to be attached to the official Minutes of this 
meeting. 
 
Board of Commissioners 
T. Request for Approval of Transfers and Disbursements 
That the Transfers and Disbursements as defined and set forth in the document entitled, 
“Recommended Transfers and Disbursements, dated February 1, 2005,” noting claims in the 
total amount of $1,400,062.10, with the exception of the Kalamazoo Electric, Inc. claim in the 
amount of $4,666.40, as provided to each Board member, in addition to supplemental 
budgetary information, be approved; that the County Clerk be authorized to certify to the 
County Treasurer that the Board has approved on this date the disbursements in the list dated 
February 1, 2005, and the County Treasurer is, therefore, authorized to make those 
disbursements, and that the Director of Finance be authorized to make budgetary transfers, as 
listed. 
 
U. Request for Approval of Bylaws  
That the Board of Commissioners approve the Bylaws as presented at the Committee of the 
Whole meeting. 
 
V. Request for Approval of an Addendum to the Police Protection Agreement with Ross 
Township, Oshtemo Township, and Texas Township  
That the appropriate County officials be authorized and directed to execute Addendums to the 
Police Protections Agreements with Ross, Oshtemo and Texas Townships; a copy of said 
Addendums to be attached to the official Minutes of this meeting. 
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W. Request for Approval of Appointment of Donald Ulsh to the Community Action Board[D1] 
That the Board of Commissioners approve the appointment of Donald Ulsh to the Community 
Action Board. 
The roll call vote was as follows: 
 
Ayes:  All members present 
Nays:  None 
Abstains:  None 
Absent:  Commissioner Drabik 
 
The motion carried. 
  
NON-CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 
The following Items are Non-Consent Agenda Items and will be voted on individually. 
 
H. Request for Approval of an Amendment with Blue Cross to change the prescription 
coinsurance and medical coinsurance for retirees 
Commissioner Balkema moved and it was duly seconded that the appropriate County officials 
be authorized and directed to execute an Amendment, between Human Resources and Blue 
Cross, to change the prescription coinsurance and medical coinsurance for retirees from the 
$5.00 generic/$10 name brand to a 20% coinsurance with a $10 minimum and $100 maximum 
and change the medical coinsurance from 90/10 to 80/20; a copy of said Amendment to be 
attached to the official Minutes of this meeting. 
 
Commissioner Johnson stated he asked this item be removed from the Agenda because he 
would not support it. 
 
Commissioner Taylor stated that he didn’t like it however he would be supporting this item. 
 
Commissioner Barnard inquired if this language was the same in which was discussed during 
the budget process and Ms. Anne Conn, Benefits Administrator replied that it was. 
 
The roll call vote was as follows: 
 
Ayes:  All members present except  
Nays:  Commissioners Ansari, Barnard, Buskirk, Johnson, Ozier 
Abstains:  None 
Absent:  Commissioner Drabik 
 
The motion carried. 
 
X. Request for Approval of Kalamazoo Electric, Inc. Claims 
Commissioner Balkema moved and it was duly seconded that the Board of Commissioners 
approve payment of claims from Kalamazoo Electric, Inc. claim in the total amount of 
$4,666.40 for electrical services provided to Kalamazoo County, and authorize the County 
Treasurer to make said payments. 
 
Commissioner Buskirk made the following disclosure: 
 

DPSUTT
Ove
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On the Claims List for February 1, 2005 are claims from my employer, Kalamazoo Electric, 
Inc., a local electrical contractor.  Since I have a conflict of interest as an employee of 
Kalamazoo Electric, Inc., I would like to make the following disclosure pursuant to 1968 P.A. 
317, as amended: 
 
The parties to this agreement/payment are the County of Kalamazoo and Kalamazoo Electric, 
Inc. 
 
The purpose of the agreement is for Kalamazoo Electric, Inc. to provide certain electrical 
services described as follows: 
 

  Fix Lighting Relay 
  Moving Electrical Equipment for Gate at Airport 
 

The amount of the payment to Kalamazoo Electric, Inc. totals:   
 

$4,666.40 
 

(Invoices are listed on Pages 16 and 38 of the Claims List for February 1, 2005.) 
 
I will not receive a direct financial benefit from this project. 
 
The term of the agreement is until project completion. 
 
No County employees were assigned to these projects. 
 
I would request that this disclosure be made a part of the official minutes of the Board meeting 
of February 1, 2005.  Please keep in mind that it will take a two-thirds’ vote of the full Board to 
approve this payment. 
 
There being no discussion, the motion carried by a voice vote, with one abstention. 
  
ITEM 9 Old Business 
 
ITEM 10 New Business 
 
Y. Request for Approval to submit a Grant Application to the American Dental Association 
Foundation for funding for the HSD Dental Clinic 
Commissioner Barnard moved and it was duly seconded that the appropriate County officials 
be authorized and directed to submit a Grant Application, on behalf of Human Services to the 
American Dental Association Foundation, to provide outreach and treatment funding for 100 
semi-independent older adults and oral health education for over 300 caregivers, staff and 
individuals, in the amount of $49,700; a copy of said Grant Application to be attached to the 
official Minutes of this meeting.  Please note that this Application was submitted with consent 
of Administration and is contingent upon Board of Commissioners approval. 
 
There being no discussion, the motion carried by a voice vote. 
 
Z. Request for Approval of Appointment of Commissioners to various Boards and 



  Chm Initial  
  Clk Initial  
  27118 
  
Commissions 
Commissioner Biby moved and it was duly seconded that the Board of Commissioners 
approve the appointment of Commissioners to the various Boards and Commissions as 
discussed in the Committee of the Whole meeting. 
 
There being no discussion, the motion carried by a voice vote. 
 
ITEM 11 County Administrator’s Report 
 
County Administrator Gilmer: 
 
*apprized the Board at its next meeting an attempt would be made to have the Care-A-Van 
contract with the City of Kalamazoo for the Board’s approval 
 
*Governor Granholm released the tax-restructuring plan for the business tax 
 
ITEM 12 Chairperson’s Report 
 
Chairperson Brink: 
 
*reminded viewing audience and Board of Commissioners of the next Justice Facilities 
meeting on Thursday, February 3, 2005 at 6 p.m. 
 
ITEM 13 Vice Chairperson’s Report 
 
Vice Chairperson McGlinn: 
 
*thanked the Board for serving as its representative on KATS over the last four years 
 
ITEM 14 Member’s Time 
 
Commissioner Barnard: 
 
*Wednesday, Feb. 16 at 3 p.m. at the Edison Neighborhood Association he would be having 
his hair cut as a donation to the Edison Neighborhood Association and his hair would be 
donated to Locks of Love 
 
Commissioner Buchholtz-Hiemstra: 
 
*stated members of the Strategic Review Work Group were chosen at the Committee of the 
Whole meeting and would be working with Administration along with the Board of 
Commissioners regarding this process 
 
Commissioner Taylor: 
 
*apprized the Board regarding the progress of the Recycling Program 
 
Commissioner VanBruggen: 
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*commended Commissioner Barnard for his for contribution to charity by donating his hair and 
raising money for the Edison Neighborhood Association 
  
 
 
ITEM 15 Adjournment 
 
There being no further business to come before the Board, Chairperson Brink adjourned the 
meeting at 7:39 p.m. 
 
 
             
Timothy A. Snow     Robert Brink 
County Clerk/Register    Chairperson, Kalamazoo County Board 
of Commissioners 
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